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advertisement. 


fff HE  Author  of  the  following  Pages ,  having  obtained  some 
very  perfeEl  Specimens  of  the  Frog  Fish  of  Surinam. ,  in  its 
different  changes ,  was  induced \  from  the  Solicitations  cf  several 
of  his  Friends ,  to  have  them  engraved ,  and  to  publish  them ,  as  a 
singular  Curiosity  in  the  History  of  Nature.  His  premature 
Death  has  necessarily  retarded  the  Publication  of  this  Work , 
which  his  JVidow ,  out  of  respeEl  and  gratitude  to  his  numerous 
Subscribers ,  now  offers  to  the  World y  entirely  relying  on  their 
Candoui  y  as  wed  as  on  that  of  the  P ublic  at  laraey  to  overlook 
many  Imperfections  which  Dr.  Hutchinson  did  not  live  to  cor  retd  * 
and  consequently  to  rendei*  the  yellowing  I reatise  more  worthy  of 
their  Notice » 
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Thofe  marked  thus  *  are  for  coloured  Plates , 


RAISfA  PARADOXA,  LIN. 
The  FROG  FISH  of  SURINAM. 


Rana  (Paradoxa)  femoribus  postice  oblique  Striatis.  Mus.  Ad.  Frid.  2. 
p.  40*. — Lyn.  Syst.  Nat.  Ed.  12.  Tom  1.  p.  356. — Lin.  Syst.  Nat, 
a  Gmelin.  Tom  1.  Par.  3.  p.  1055. 

Lacerta  cauda  ancipiti,  palmis  tetradactylis  fissis,  plan tis  pentadadtylis  pal* 
matis,  abdomine  ventricoso.  Lin.  Syst.  Nat.  6,  p.  36.  No.  2. 

Rana  piscis.  Mus.  Ad.  Frid.  1.  p.  49. 

Proteus  raninus.  Laur.  Amph.  p.  36.  No.  34. 

Seb.  Mus.  1.  t.  78. — Merian  Surin.  71.  t.  71.  Philosophical  Trans¬ 
actions,  Vol.  51.  p.  653.  tab.  15.  a.  15.  b.  Memoirs  of  the  Life 
and  Works  of  George  Edwards,  F.  R.  and  A.  S.  p.  30.  t.  2. 

Habitat  in  America  australi,  cauda  robuEa,  carnosa,  ancipiti, 
permanente  a  congeneribus  distindta ;  contra  morem  congenerum 
gyrinus  jam  perfeCtum  animal  magnitudine  refcrt,  etantequam  peni- 
tres  perficiatur,  aliquoties  cutein  mutatj  inde  illse  fabulse  ranarum 
in  pisces  abeuntium. 


» €>  e  ®  @  1  I  ©  <&  »  ®  « 


rjjpHE  NATURAL  HISTORY  of  the  FROG  FISH  of 
SURINAM,  in  South  America,  has  long  been  involved 
in  obscurity,  and  the  accounts  of  it  by  various  Authors  have 
been  founded  more  in  conjecture  than  in  certainty.  Merian, 
in  her  Natural  History  of  the  InseCts  of  Surinam,  supposes  that 
this  Species  of  Frog  is  gradually  transformed  into  a  Fish,  and 
that  after  a  course  of  years  it  reverts  to  its  original  form  of  a 
Frog,  and  vice  versa.  This  learned  Lady  owns,  however,  that 
the  Metamorphosis  of  the  Animal  had  never  been  fufficiently 
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investigated  :  She  has  endeavoured  to  illustrate  its  gradual 
transformation  by  a  set  of  Figures  taken  from  Specimens  in  the 
Museum  of  Albert  Seba,  a  celebrated  Apothecary  and  Natura¬ 
list  at  Amsterdam. 

*  '  *  9  l  .  • 

The  late  Mr.  George  Edwards,  F.  R.  and  A.  S.  Librarian  to 
the  College  of  Physicians  in  London,  and  Author  of  a  justly 
celebrated  Natural  History  of  Birds,  gave  an  Account  of  the 
Frog  Fish  of  Surinam  to  the  Royal  Society  of  London,  in  the 
year  1760,  which  is  inserted  in  the  51st  Volume  of  their 
Transa&ions,  Page  653.  Mr.  Edwards  has  there  given  an  ex¬ 
cellent  Figure  of  this  Animal  in  its  most  perfect  State  of  a  Frog, 
drawn  by  his  own  most  accurate  Pencil,  from  a  Specimen 
brought  from  Surinam,  and  presented  to  the  late  Dr.  John 
Fothergill  of  London.  He  says,  that  it  is  the  Animal  which 
Merian  and  Seba  describe  as  changing  into  a  Fish.  He  has 
likewise  sketched  a  Plate  of  the  Figures  engraved  in  Merian’s 
Natural  History  of  Surinam,  in  order  to  illustrate  her  Hypo¬ 
thesis  of  Transformation,  but  has  some  doubts  whether  the 
Frog  in  Dr.  FothergilPs  Museum  is  the  same  with  those  figured 
by  Merian  ;  because  the  Fin  around  the  Tail  in  his  Figure  is 
perfectly  even,  without  any  indentures ;  whereas  in  Merian’s 
Figure,  the  same  Fin  is  scalloped.  They  both,  however,  agree 
in  representing  the  Fore  Feet  of  the  Animal  with  Four  Toes, 
and  the  Hinder  Feet,  webbed. 
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Merian  says,  that  the  perfect  Frog  is  brown,  yellow,  and 
green,  in  spots,  but  that  it  is  paler  on  the  Belly  ; — that  a  Bone 
or  Cartilage  runs  down  the  Back,  with  small  Bones  all  over  the 
Body,  which  is  divided  into  equal  parts; — that  they  are  adorned 
with  tender  beautiful  Scales,  which  are  first  of  a  darkish  Colour, 
and  afterwards  grey.  Mr.  Edwards  tells  us,  that  on  “  piercing 
“  Tail  or  hinder  part  with  a  Needle,  he  found  no  bony 
“  resistance,  but  that  on  piercing  the  Thighs  and  Head,  the 
“  Bones  strongly  resisted  ; — that  its,  colour  in  the  Spirits  ap¬ 
peared  dark  -  brown,  with  dusky  spots; — the  under-fide 
“  lighter,  and  without  spots. 

Our  Figures  were  engraved  by  the  able  Hand  of  Mr.  Robert¬ 
son,  from  perfect  Specimens  of  their  kind,  preserved  in  Spirits; 
and  though  none  of  them  represent  the  Frog  in  its  moft  perfect 
state,  as  Mr.  Edwards  s  Figure  does,  yet  they  illustrate  very 
clearly  the  progress  of  Nature,  who  seldom  deviates  from  her 
general  Laws,  in  producing  this  Animal.  For  modern  obser¬ 
vation  has  more  accurately  ascertained  that  the  Fish-like  ap¬ 
pearance  of  the  Animal,  is  in  reality  nothing  more  than  its 
Tadpole  State.  Colonel  Stedman’s  Account  ol  the  Frog  Fish, 
inserted  in  the  ist  Volume  ol  his  late  “  Expedition  to  Su¬ 
rinam,  Page  1 24,  is  so  very  satisfactory  on  this  Subject,  that 
it  cannot  fail  to  be  highly  acceptable  to  the  Reader.  “  Before 
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££  we  left  Paramaribo,  I  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  two  very* 
u  extraordinary  Animals  of  the  Aquatic  kind  ;  the  one  was  in 
“  Mr.  Roux’s  Cabinet  of  Curiosities,  and  is  called  in  the  Colony 
C£  Jacke'e;  in  Latin,  Rana  Piscatrix.  This  Fish  is  about 
ec  eight  or  ten  Inches  long,  without  Scales,  exceeding  fat  and 
<£  delicate,  as  I  can  testify  by  experience,  and  is  found  in  all 
€£  narrow  Creeks  and  Marshy  Places.  But  what  is  extremely 
£C  remarkable  is,  that  this  Creature,  however  incredible  it  may 
iC  appear,  absolutely  changes  to  a  perfect  Frog,  but  not  from 
c£  a  Frog  to  a  Fish,  as  Merian,  Zeba,  and  some  random  His- 
££  torians  (among  whom  I  am  sorry  to  nameWestley)  have  been 
££  pleased  to  assert  ;  and  of  this  truth  I  was  at  this  time  fully 
ci  satisfied,  by  seeing  the  above  Animal  disseded,  and  suspended 
15  in  a  Bottle  with  Spirits  ;  when  the  two  hinder  legs  of  a  very 
c£  small  Frog  made  their  appearance,  growing  inside  from  that 
££  Part  of  the  back  to  which  usually  the  Intestines  are  fixed.  I 
<£  nevertheless  humbly  presume  to  suppose,  in  this  case,  that  the 
<£  J  acke'e  is  neither  more  nor  less  than  a  kind  or  Tadpole, 
cc  which  grows  to  a  large  size  before  it  undergoes  the  usual 
£C  transformation.” 

Th  is  Animal  is  considered,  both  by  the  Natives  and  Euro¬ 
peans  about  Surinam,  as  delicious  food,  and  is  said  to  have 
something  of  the  taste  of  the  Lamprey* 
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